S

ometimes
extreme
weather
conditions, complete rethinking of
springtime work in the vineyard due to
lockdown, the growth cycle of the vine
constantly in advance, an optimal Indian
summer... 2020 has been a severe test
for those who shaped it. Without doubt,
this new vintage will go down in the
history of Bordeaux wines.
After a disrupted spring, summer in Bordeaux
provided an ideal climate for the berries to
make rapid progress and ripen. Hot days and
cool nights in the first 15 days of September
favoured a good state of health and provided
optimum conditions for achieving good levels
of oenological ripeness before picking. This
gives high hopes for the 2020 vintage today,
with excellent wines in prospect. In terms of
volume, despite some differences between the
AOCs, the 2020 crop should be slightly below
the ten-year average.
(as a reminder, the ten-year average is 5 million hectolitres)
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A year
unlike
any other
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
• A very mild winter, a disrupted spring
(hail, frost, snow, floods), a scorching
summer followed by an ideal Indian
summer.
• An advance of nearly 15 days at each
stage of the vine’s growth cycle.
• An early harvest, but increasingly
long lasting (from mid-August to end
September).
• Relatively calm preparation for the
harvest, despite the health measures
to be put in place to ensure everyone’s
safety.
• Very good potential, with excellent
colour and good balance between
alcohol, acidity and tannins.
• Volume likely to be slightly lower than
the ten-year average.
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Feedback on weather conditions
for the 2020 vintage
Source: Météo France Bordeaux Mérignac

March.

Very rainy but temperatures and sunshine in line with the seasonal
average.

In the vineyard: France entered lockdown, but the vine didn’t
stop and work continued. Two spells of frost at the end of
March hit certain properties hard, but damage across the
Gironde was limited.
The particularly mild winter of 2020 accelerated bud burst
(last ten days of March): it was almost 2 weeks earlier than
normal.

April.

Very mild (highest average minimum temperatures for April since
1920). Little rainfall until the 16th, when it became an almost daily
occurrence.

In the vineyard: several storms in mid-April, one of them
very violent (17 April) and accompanied by hail, affected
the Entre-Deux-Mers, Francs Côtes de Bordeaux, the
area around Saint-Émilion and the Sauternes region. The
damage was significant but very localised.

@ChâteauVieuxPlantier

May.

Very sunny, very mild, though the month was marked by abundant
rainfall for the first 13 days.

In the vineyard: the sometimes torrential rains flooded some
plots, making access very difficult. Downy mildew was once
again very aggressive this year. Flowering came more than
2 weeks ahead of normal, around 20 May. The weather
conditions, however, allowed uniform flowering and rapid
and regular fruit set.

June.

2020 vintage

Frequent and abundant rain with little sunshine made June a
difficult month.

In the vineyard: the rain early in the month was followed by
hot and dry days encouraging good growth of the vines
and bunches. The drier period from the end of June to
the beginning of August made it possible to clean up the
vineyard.

July.

Summer began with 24 hot days (>25°C) and 12 very hot days
(>30°C). The lack of rain was most striking.

In the vineyard: like the flowering, véraison also came early
with the appearance of the first coloured berries in midJuly and becoming widespread during the week of 20 July.
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August.

Average temperatures were once again
above normal.

Sunshine
217

In the vineyard: wide day-night
temperature variations allowed for good
phenolic ripeness and thus guaranteed
the development of aromas.
The glorious sunshine favoured full
ripening of the berries and hence good
development of anthocyanins.
The Indian summer made it possible
to wait for each plot to reach optimum
ripeness. Though the harvest was early,
preparations proceeded calmly despite
the health context, with Covid-19
requiring the greatest vigilance from
the teams.
The result is good balance between
alcohol, acidity and tannins.
Picking of Merlot, the earliest ripening
red variety, started around 5 September
and had extended to the Cabernets by
the week of 14 September. The vast
majority of winegrowers had finished
picking before 30 September.
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September.

The first 15 days were exceptional in terms
of sunshine, before giving way to rain until
almost the end of the month.
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2020 vintage

In the vineyard: by early August, all the
bunches had changed colour, under
sometimes scorching heat but without
any obvious sign of water stress except
on the youngest plots.
The rains in mid-August helped relieve
the water stress observed in some plots
and increased yields in others.
The first snips of the secateurs came
just before 15 August with the grapes
intended for Crémants and the
Sauvignon Gris and Sauvignon Blanc
on the earliest terroirs, then the red
varieties intended for the production of
rosé wines before the end of August.
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